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Regional Definitions per By-law 25-22: (Please refer to the complete By-law at www.halton.ca for 
all definitions and rules) 

“accessory commercial building” means a building that is naturally or normally incidental to or 
subordinate in purpose and is exclusively devoted to the principal commercial use on the lot; 

“agricultural development” means development of land and buildings that support a bona fide farming 
operation, which may include a farming operation that includes separate adjoining lots, including 
greenhouses which are not connected to Regional water services or wastewater services, sod farms 
and farms for the breeding and boarding of horses, and includes, but is not limited to, barns, silos and 
other ancillary buildings to such agricultural development but excluding any component thereof that are 
residential use, an industrial, a commercial use or a retail development, including but not limited to the 
breeding, boarding and/or grooming of household pets; 

“air-supported structure” means a structure consisting of a pliable membrane that achieves and 
maintains its shape and support by internal air pressure; 

“building” means a permanent enclosed structure occupying an area greater than ten square metres 
(10 m²) and despite the foregoing includes, but is not limited to: 

(i) an above-grade storage tank, 
(ii) an air-supported structure, 
(iii) an industrial tent; 
(iv) a roof-like structure over a gas-bar or service station; and  
(v) and area attached to and/or ancillary to a retail development delineated by one or more walls or 

part walls, a roof-like structure or any of them; 
 
“commercial use” means land, buildings or portions thereof used, designed or intended for use for a 
non-residential use that is not a retail development or industrial, and includes uses which serve 
academic, medical/dental, and cultural needs that are not located within or part of a retail development; 

“existing industrial building” shall have the same meaning as the term is defined in the Regulation, 
and shall not include self-storage facilities and retail warehouses; 

“industrial” means non-retail uses where land or buildings, or portions thereof are intended or designed 
for manufacturing, producing, processing, storing or distribution of something, including research or 
development in connection with manufacturing, producing or processing something, and the retail sale 
by a manufacturer, producer or processor of something that they have manufactured, produced or 
processed, if the retail sales are at the site where the manufacturing, producing or processing takes 
place, as well as office space ancillary to the manufacturing, producing, processing, storing or 
distribution of something at the site, but shall not include self-storage facilities or retail warehouses; 

“mezzanine” means an intermediate floor assembly between the floor and ceiling of any room or storey 
and includes an interior balcony; 

“non-residential development” means land, buildings or portions thereof used, designed or intended 
for a non-residential use; 

“non-residential use” means the use of land, buildings or portions thereof for any purpose other than 
for a residential use; 

“non-retail development” means any non-residential development which is not a retail development, 
and shall include offices that are not part of a retail development; 

“recreational vehicle parks” means land where mobile homes may be situated and occupancy of 
mobile homes is not permitted throughout the calendar year by either municipal land use or provincial 
regulations; 

 “retail” means land, buildings, structures or any portions thereof, used, designed or intended to be 
used for the sale, lease or rental or offer for sale, lease or rental of any manner of goods, commodities, 
services or entertainment to the public, for consumption or use, whether directly or through 
membership, but shall exclude commercial, industrial, hotels/motels/bed and breakfast facilities, mobile 
homes situated on recreational vehicle parks, as well as offices not located within or as part of a retail 
development, and self-storage facilities; 
 
“retail development” means a development or land of building which are designed or intended for 
retail; 

“seasonal structure” means a building placed or constructed on land and used, designed or intended 
for use for a non-residential purpose during a single season of the year where such building is designed 
to be easily demolished or removed from the land at the end of the season; 

“temporary building” means a building used, designed or intended for use for a non-residential 
purpose, other than a seasonal structure and a temporary venue, or for a residential purpose, other 
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than a garden suite, that is constructed or placed upon land and which is demolished or removed from 
the land within three (3) years of building permit issuance, and includes, but is not limited to, sales 
trailers, office trailers and industrial tents provided they meet the criteria in the definition: 

“temporary venue” means a building that is placed or constructed on land and is used, designed or 
intended for use for a particular event where the event has a duration of one (1) week or less and the 
building is erected immediately before beginning of the event and is demolished or removed from the 
land immediately following the end of the event; 

“total floor area”:  
 
a) includes the sum of the total areas of the floors in a building whether at, above or below grade, 

measured:  

(1) between the exterior faces of the exterior walls of the building; 
(2) from the centre line of a common wall separating two uses; or  
(3) from the outside edge of a floor where the outside edge of the floor does not meet an 

exterior or common wall; and 
b) includes the area of a mezzanine; 

c) excludes those areas used exclusively for parking garages or structures; and 
 

d) where a building has only one wall or does not have any walls, shall be the sum of the total floor 
area shall be the total of the area directly beneath any roof-like structure of the building. 


